
My message today to all the world is
“Open Dimona reactor for inspection” ...
I will continue to speak against all kinds of nuclear weapons.

Mordechai Vanunu speaking to the press immediately
after his release from prison on April 21, 2004

MORDECHAI VANUNU

ISRAELI NUCLEAR WHISTLEBLOWER

RELEASED FROM PRISON,

BUT NOT YET FREE...
On April 21, 2004, Mordechai Vanunu was released from Israel’s Ashkelon Prison.  In spite of the fact that
he served his entire 18 year sentence (more than 11 1/2 years spent in solitary confinement), Israel has
imposed severe restrictions that unjustly limit his speech and movement - including forbidding his contact
with foreigners, controlling his movements inside Israel, and forbidding him to leave Israel.  With these
restrictions, Israel has created a special prison just for Mordechai Vanunu.

At the height of the Cold War and a global nuclear disarmament movement, Mordechai Vanunu was a lab
technician at the Dimona nuclear facility in the Negev Desert.  He later, in 1986, told his story and gave
photos he had taken inside the factory to the London Sunday Times, in an act of conscience.  He believed
the world had the right to know about Israel’s undisclosed nuclear weapons program.  Days before his story
and photos were published, Israeli agents lured Vanunu from London, kidnapped him in Rome, and smug-
gled him back to Israel for a secret trial where he was convicted of espionage and treason.

His revelations gave the world its first solid evidence of Israel’s secret and sizable nuclear arsenal.  Israel
insists Vanunu still has more secrets he intends to reveal, and is therefore a danger to state security.  But
Vanunu told everything he knew to the Sunday Times over 18 years ago.

In July 2004, the Israeli Supreme Court rejected an appeal of the restrictions, and at a six-month review in
October, the restrictions were renewed.  The next review will occur on the first anniversary of his release
from prison.  On November 11, thirty armed police stormed St. George’s Anglican Cathedral in East
Jerusalem and rearrested Vanunu (he was given sanctuary at the Cathedral after his release and has been
living there since).  They seized his laptop computers and cell phone, and questioned him about interviews
he’d given to foreign press, before releasing him that evening to seven days of house arrest.

When Vanunu was released from custody, he told the press, “They cannot punish me for the same crime,
twice, three times.  How many times [do] they want to punish me??”

One answer came March 17, when Vanunu was indicted on 22 counts of violating the restrictions by grant-
ing interviews to foreign media and "attempting to leave the country" (for his bid to attend Christmas Eve
Mass in Bethlehem last December).  On April 12, his first day in court on the new charges, the government
also sent Vanunu a letter declaring their intention to renew the restrictions for another year. Prosecution on
these new charges could result in an additional prison sentence of up to two years. 

Mordechai Vanunu wants to leave Israel and rebuild his life.  The U.S. Campaign is working with the inter-
national campaigns and Mordechai’s supporters in other countries, and with anti-nuclear and human rights
groups worldwide for an immediate lifting of the restrictions and Vanunu’s full freedom.

Please turn over for information on how you can help...

www.vanunu.com



HOW YOU CAN HELP
Make sure Israel knows that the whole world is watching.

•  Write to these officials, urging that the new charges be dismissed, that Vanunu ’s restrictions be
dropped, and that he be allowed to leave Israel immediately.

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
3 Kaplan St.
Hakirya, Jerusalem 91007 ISRAEL
Fax: +972 2 566 4838
Email: rohm@pmo.gov.il

Ms. Tsippi Livni
Minister of Justice
29 Salah al-Din St.
Jerusalem 91010 ISRAEL
Fax: +972 2 628 5438
Email: sar@justice.gov.il

•  Write a note of support to Mordechai Vanunu, c/o Cathedral Church of St. George, 20 Nablus
Road, PO Box 19122, Jerusalem 91191, Israel, or email vanunumvjc2@yahoo.com

•  Nominate Vanunu for honors, awards and honorary doctorates. (He’s been repeatedly nomi-
nated for the Nobel Peace Prize, received the Lennon-Ono Peace Grant in October, and while
imprisoned was honored with the Right Livelihood Award, Nuclear Free Future Award, and
received an honorary doctorate from TromsØ University in Norway, among many other honors.)

•  Visit the campaign website at www.vanunu.com, sign the online petition, and encourage others
to do so. You can also receive email updates and alerts by sending a blank email to
free_vanunu-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and following the confirmation instructions that will be
emailed back to you.

•  Make a donation to the campaign. We need to continue our efforts until Mordechai Vanunu is
truly free, and financial support is crucial. After he is allowed to leave Israel, the remainder of
campaign funds will be given to him to help him rebuild his life. So please give as generously as
you can!

•  Make a donation now to help Vanunu rebuild his life. He was locked away from the world for
almost 18 years - a very large price to pay for his courageous act of whistleblowing. There is
much that Vanunu needs as he readjusts to life outside of prison, and he will be very grateful for
our support.

TO MAKE A DONATION: Checks and money orders can be made out to the U.S. Campaign to
Free Mordechai Vanunu, and mailed to the address below. Please indicate on the check’s memo
line if this donation is meant for campaign expenses (“for campaign”) or the Mordechai Vanunu
post-release account (“for Mordechai”). You can also donate by credit card or direct withdrawal
online via Pay-pal’s secure service at our website.

The U.S. Campaign to Free Mordechai Vanunu
P.O. Box 43384, Tucson, AZ 85733 U.S.

phone/fax (520)323-8697 email - freevanunu@mindspring.com
www.vanunu.com

Mr. Gideon Ezra
Minister of Internal Security
P.O. Box 18182
Jerusalem 91181 ISRAEL
Fax: +972 2 581 1832
Email: sar@mops.gov.il

Daniel Ayalon, Ambassador of Israel
3514 International Drive NW
Washington, DC 20008 US
Fax: 202-364-5607
Email: ambassador_sec@israelemb.org
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